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ACCOUNT 

Of  a  N  E  W 

ZOOPHYTE. 


HE  great  Share  You  take  in 

procuring  a  good  Succefs  to  my 
American  Travels,  for  which  I 
am  actually  preparing ;  the  Obli¬ 
gations  I  owe  in  a  particular  Manner  to  a 

B  learned 


learned  Society,  whofe  chief  Manager  ypu 
are  ;  together  with  thofe  Favours  you  beftowed 
on  me,  which  I  fhall,  at  all  Times,  be  ready 
gratefully  to  acknowledge;  and  that  high 
Regard  which  every  one,  that  efteems  Sci¬ 
ences  tending  to  publick  Advantage,  and  en¬ 
tertaining  in  themfelves,  pays  to  you  on  all 
Occafions,  as  one  of  the  moll  fkilful  Abet¬ 
tors  of  the  fame,  are  the  Motives,  SIR , 
that  induced  me  to  dedicate  this  Epiftolary 
Account  to  you ;  in  which  I  am  to  give  a 

Proof  of  my  future  Inquiries  in  America , 

» 

upon  fuch  Subjects  as  belong  to  Natural  Hi - 
Jlory ;  the  Value  of  which  you  are  beft  able 
to  determine.  The  Zoophyte ,  however,  or 
Animal  Plant ,  I  am  going  to  defcribe,  does 
not  feem  ever  to  afford  any  Advantage  to 
the  Publick  in  common  Bufinefs  of  Life  : 
Yet,  SI  i?,  was  it  in  my  Power  to  chufe 
what  I  fhould  firff;  meet  with,  either  a  Sub¬ 
ject  of  this  Kind,  or  only  remarkable  in 
general,  by  the  Defcription  of  which  I  could 
in  fome  Manner  fliew  how  I  would  ipend 

the  Time  cf  my  Travels,  and  embrace  every 

Oppor- 


(  3  ) 

Opportunity  to  pay  my  Refpe&s  to  you  ?  And 
belides  that  you  are  doubtlefs  of  my  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  a  Searcher  of  Nature  ought  to 
have  in  his  View  not  only  the  Advantage  of 
the  Publick,  but  chiefly  the  Glory  of  the 
great  Maker  of  all  Things ;  which  laft  Parti¬ 
cular  I  at  leafl:  flatter  myfelf  to  obtain,  by 
the  Account  of  fo  lingular  a  Subject  as  the 
Zoophyte  now  before  me. 

I  J  4  •  i 

r  _  » 

Jt  A.  *v-’  J 

It  is  neceffary,  before  I  begin  this  Ac¬ 
count,  to  mention,  that,  if  in  the  Main  I 
fhall  feem  to  contradid  myfelf,  fpeaking  of 
the  fame  Thing,  at  firft  as  of  a  Vegetable , 
and  then  as  of  an  Anitnaly  it  is  only  in  order 
to  exprefs  myfelf  in  a  more  regular  and 
plain  Manner.  The  Circumftances  in  ex¬ 
plaining  this  Subjed,  are  equally  the  fame 

• 

with  me  as  with  thofe  that  teach  AJlro - 
7iomyy  who,  for  the  Sake  of  Inftrudion,  re- 
prefent  the  Heavens  as  the  Surface  of  a 
Globe,  on  which  the  Stars  appear  affixt  near 
one  another  y  although  this  Notion  will 
entirely  vanilh  away,  as  foon  as  a  Perfon 

B  2  is 


(  4  )>  .  . 

is  arrived  at  the  true  Knowledge  of  the 
Heavens,  founded  on  fuch  imaginary  Prin¬ 
ciples. 


CapTx^in  AdrianSy  of  the  Englijh  Green¬ 
land  Ship  the  Britanniay  a  Native  of  Jut - 
landy  is  the  Perfon,  who,  as  he  was  laft 
Summer  on  a  Voyage  for  the  Whale-Fifhery^ 
brought  from  the  Groenland  Seas  two  Pro¬ 
ductions  of  a  Plant  that  appeared  very  lin¬ 
gular  to  him.  He  had  given  them  to  Mr* 

Dunze  of  Bremen once  a  worthy  Scholar 
of  yours,  my  fincere  Friend,  who  afterwards 
made  me  a  Prefent  of  one  of  them,  and  by 

that  gave  me  an  Opportunity  to  examine  it  in 
%e  exaCteft  Manner  poflible. 


The  Captain  had  related,  that  thefe  two 
Plants  were  drawn  up  with  the  Line,  on 
Board  of  his  Ship,  as  they  were  founding  the 
Sea,  out  of  a  clayifh  Ground,  236  Fathoms 
deep  3  that  is,  1416  Feet  3  79  Degrees,  North 
Latitude,  about  90  Englijh  Miles  from  Groen¬ 
land ,  This  great  Latitude,  to  which  a 

Searcher 


(s ) 

Searcher  of  Nature  rarely  can  proceed,  and 
the  furprizing  Depth,  into  which  Naturalifts 
ftill  more  rarely  can  dive,  are  fufficient 
to  make  this  Production  remarkable:  And 
had  not  the  Captain  taken  particular  Notice 
of  it,  which  Attention  one  fhould  fcarcely 
expeCt  from  thofe  that  fail  upon  the  Whale- 
fifhery,  it  would  probably  have  continued  un¬ 
known  for  fome  Time  longer,  if  not  for 
ever. 

It  is  not  merely  by  my  own  Judgment, 
when  I  declare  this  Production  as  new,  and 
hitherto  unknown  :  I  fhewed  it  to  three  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  great  Knowledge  and  Experience 
in  thofe  Things,  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Society,  • 
viz.  to  MefTrs.  Watson,  Cqllinson,  and 
Miller.  It  was  unknown  to  them,  and 
they  declared  it  to  be  a  rare  Production. 

Each  of  the  two  Plants  was  broke  in  three 
Pieces;  which  Accident  however  did  not 
hinder  me  from  laying  it  before  me,  according 
to  its  compleat  Form  and  Size.  As  I  have 

feen 


(-6  ) 

|  ♦  „  ,  , 

leen  it  in  that  Manner,  I  Ihall  now  defcribe 
it  accordingly.  ' 

■  "  *•<'  *  •  -  -f  u;x'\ 

■  ■  •  lliJj 

It  had  a  bare*  Stalk,  without  any  Leaves, 
on  the  Top  of  which,  where  the  Stalk  bends 
a  little  Sideways,  a  Flower  was  fix’d.  Fig.  r. 
reprefents  the  whole  Plant  in  Miniature.  Its 
natural  Size,  Stalk  and  Flower  together,  is 
four  Feet  and  an  Half  ;  the  Flower  alone  is 
two  Inches  f  high,  and  meafures  about  its 
Middle  one  Inch  and  a  Quarter  round  at 
the  Top  it  is  a  little  more  clofe.  On  Account 

i  A  *  -  -  * 

*  •  *  T  r  **-  f  ■  ‘  f  f.  .  , 

of  the  Notches  Lengthways  and  acrofs,  I  dif- 
covered,  at  the  firft  Sight  of  it,  fome  Like- 
nefs  to  thofe  petrified  Bodies  we  call  Encrinos , 
or  Lilly-JloneSy  which  are  fuppofed  to  be 
fome  Kind  of  Sea-Jlars  petrified :  But  the 
Tops  of  the  Flower  being  fibrous,  had  fo 
much  the  lefs  any  Appearance  of  this  Petri¬ 
fication.  The  Stalk,  a  little  below  its  Middle, 

Is  one  Line  and  an  Half  thick,  but  grows 
gradually  downwards  to  the  lower  Extremity 
as  thick  again ,  and  gradually  towards  the 
upper  End,  more  than  once  as  thin.  It  looks 

thicker 
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thicker  about  two  Inches  and  an  Half  under¬ 
neath  the,  Flower  ;  but  this  is  only  as  it  were 
a  Bladder,  to  the  Infide  of  which  the  Stalk 
adheres,  and  is  loft  downwards  in  the  Super¬ 
ficies  of  the  Stalk.  About  Half  a  Foot  from 
the  lower  End  the  Stalk  is  a  little  thicker 
than  lower  down.  Quite  below,  at  the  far- 
theft  End,  it  grows  again  a  little  thicker, 
where  it  terminates  compleatly ;  by  which 
one  may  plainly  fee  that  nothing  was  broke 
or  torn  off. 

* 

-  The  Stalk  is  fquare  throughout,  with  a 
Notch  on  every  Side.  It  is  white  within, 
and  of  a  Subftance  like  to  Wood,  with  long 
Filaments,  and  nearly  as  hard  as  Ivory,  cover'd 
by  a  tender  Skin,  of  a  pale  yellow  Colour. 

At  the  lower  End,  before-mentioned,  it  is  of 

a  yellowifh  Brown  upwards,  and  of  a  deep 
yellow  Colour  downwards.  The  Skin  of 

this  Part  of  the  Stalk  is  thick  and  tough, 
through  which  one  may  feel  the  Continuation 
of  the  folid  Stalk  within  it.  It  is  ftill  moift, 
and  very  pliable.  From  whence,  as  alfo  from 

other 
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other  Circumftances  already  mentioned*  I 
conjecture,  that  the  lower  Part  of  the  Stalk, 
Half  a  Foot  in  Length,  fluek  in  the  Clay, 
and  is  to  be  taken  for  the  Root  of  the  Plant* 
if  this  may  be  called  a  Root. 

At  the  Time  this  Plant  was  taken  out  of 
the  Sea,  the  Stalk  was  of  a  high  yellow  Colour* 
and  not  fo  hard  as  it  turned  afterwards,  but 
pliable  *  and  the  Stalk  of  the  other  Plant  is 
all  turned  cockle- wife. 

A  Piece  of  the  lower  Part  of  the  Stalk, 

'  >  * 

and  the  upper  Part  of  the  Root,  are  repre- 
fented  by  Fig.  2.  according  to  their  natural 

Size. 

In  order  to  examine  the  Flower  more  ex¬ 
actly,  and  to  reftore  it  to  its  natural  Form, 
as  much  as  poflible,  I  put  it  for  a  Couple  of 
Hours  in  Water :  For  the  Captain  could 
give  no  farther  Account  of  it,  but  that,  when 
taken  out  of  the  Sea,  it  was  more  opened, 
and  of  a  yellow  Colour,  which,  as  I  got  it 

quite 


-  (  9  ) 

I  9 

quite  dry,  was  turned  to  a  deep  Brown, 
When  I  took  it  out  of  the  Water  it  was  more 
opened,  and  as  big  again  as  before  ;  in  fhort, 
it  appeared  then  as  reprefented  by  Fig.  3. 
The  adhering  Piece  of  the  above-mentioned 
Bladder-like  and  pale  yellow  Skin  was  turned 
fomething  Cockle-wife,  and  the  Colour  of 
the  Flower  between  Y ello w  and  Brown.  It 
was  compofed  of  thirty  Pieces,  of  the  Shape 
of  a  Cone,  but  not  fo  regular,  which  I  can 
neither  call  Leaves  of  a  Flower,  nor  Stami¬ 
nas,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  De- 
fcription.  Thefe  Pieces  were  all  grown  toge¬ 
ther  at  the  Bottom,  and  fome  deep  Notches 

running  obliquely  together,  gave  the  lower 
Parts  of  them  the  Appearance  of  a  Flower¬ 
pot,  or  Chalice,  (Fig.  3.)  very  like  the  above- 
mentioned  Lilly-ftones.  The  upper  Ends  of 
them  terminated  into  fome  Cheves,  not  very 
regular. . 

The  outer  ones  of  thefe  oblong  Pieces  had 

, 

loofened  themfelves  in  the  Water;  the  reft 

C  I  could 
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1  could  eafily  get  afunder,  except  five  of  the 
inner  ones,  which  feemed  at  firft  grown  to¬ 
gether,  but  were  at  laft,  by  the  Ufe  of  a  Pen¬ 
knife,  likewife  got  afunder  without  being 
hurt.  The  outer  ones  are  the  largeft,  to¬ 
wards  the  Middle  they  are  leffer  and  leflfer. 
Fig.  4.  fhews  one  of  the  largeft,  feparate 
from  the  Flower. 


i  The  Back  of  every  one  of  thefe  Pieces  is 
fomething  convex,  but  the  Infide  a  little 
hollow,  becaufe  it  refts  on  the  Back  of  an¬ 
other,  when  the  Flower  is  crumpled  up,  or 
not  quite  opened,  as  here.  Along  the  Back* 
which  is  convex,  run  for  the  moft  three 
unregular  Notches,  tranfverfed  by  a  Multi¬ 
tude  of  Notches,  not  fo  regular  as  thofe 

*  1  * 

upon  the  Liily-ftones.  On  the  Infide  two 

■  JL  i.  '* 

Notches  are  obferved  all  along. 

The  Subftance  of  thefe  Pieces  is  like  a 
thick  and  tough  Skin,  eafily  to  be  torn  when 
wet.  The  fmaller  Sort  of  thefe  Pieces  to¬ 
wards  the  Middle  were  tenderer,  fofter,  and 

of 


of  a  lighter  Colour.  After  I  had  cut  open 
one  of  the  largeft  along  the  Infide,  it  ap¬ 
peared  as  by  Fig.  5.  It  will  be  neceffary, 
for  the  explaining  of  this  Figure,  to  give 
fome  Defcription  of  the  Shape  and  Situation 
of  the  inner  Texture,  whofe  Parts  are  fome- 
thing  of  a  lighter  Colour,  and  more  tender* 

Along  through  the  Middle  runs  a  Parti¬ 
tion,  dividing  itfelf  afunder,  on  the  inner 
Part  of  the  Piece,  in  two  Skins,  which,  as 
they  turn  over  to  both  Sides,  and  being  grown 
together  with,  the  outer  Skin  of  the  Piece, 
caufe  to  both  Sides  of  the  Partition  a  Space 
refembling  the  Shape  of  a  Cone,  or  there¬ 
abouts.  Belides  thefe  two  Spaces  there  are 
two  more  of  the  fame  Shape,  one  at  each 
Edge  all  along  the  Piece,  arifmg  from  the 
Skin’s  turning  over  to  both  Sides.  Thefe 
two  outermoft  Spaces,  or  Cavities,  are  empty, 
but  the  two  inner  ones,  next  to  the  Partition, 
are  found  of  an  Organick  Structure  within, 
confifting  of  a  Number  of  very  fmall  and 

C  2  tender 
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tender  Leaves,  like  Half-Moons,  growing 
gradually  towards  the  upper  Extremity  lefs 
and  lefs,  and  ceafing  together  with  the  Par¬ 
tition  and  the  two  Skins  underneath  the  fi¬ 
brous  End  of  the  Piece.  A  narrow  and 
empty  Space  is  betwixt  every  one  of  the 
Leaves. 

All  this  Fig.  5.  will,  I  hope,  fhew  plainly 
enough,  though  I  have  added  no  Inftru&ions, 
in  order  not  to  disfigure  or  deface  its  tender 
Parts. 

n  ^  t  x  \  f  a  ' . 

Within  the  two  inner  Cone-like  Spaces,  or 
Cavities,  are  found  many  little  orbicular  Cor- 
pufcles,  of  an  Orange-colour  $  their  Situation 
and  Size  may  likewife  be  feen  by  Fig.  5.  And 
Fig.  6.  reprefents  one  of  them  magnified.  I 
could  not  find  any  of  thefe  orbicular  Cor- 
pufcles,  which  I  took  for  the  Seeds,  betwixt 
the  juft  mentioned  little  Leaves,  they  being 
4II  outward  of  them,  though  between  the 
Partition  and  the  Skins  that  were  turned 
over.  A  good  many  were  alfo  found  under¬ 
neath 


r  (  *3  ) 

neath  the  Partition  and  the  Leaves,  that 
reached  not  quite  down  to  the  lower  End  of 
the  irregular  Cone-like  Pieces.  Some  of  the 
Seeds  appeared  lefs  than  the  reft,  yet  the 
larger  and  the  fmaller  ones  lay  promifcuoufly 
together,  without  Regard  of  their  Situation. 
I  fqueezed  one,  and  beholding  the  white 
tender  Matter  that  came  out,  through  a 
Magnifying  Glafs,  I  obferved  it  to  confift 
thoroughly  of  fome  very  little,  but  tranlpa- 
rent,  and  Globular  Bubbles,  as  by  Fig .  7. 
When  I  had  laid  one  Corn  on  the  Point  of 

v 

a  Knife,  and  holding  it  over  a  Flame  for 

»  f,  ,  -  4#  » 

the  Space  of  a  Second,  or  thereabouts,  it 
burft  with  a  fudden,  and,  as  I  may  fays 
frightening  little  Crack,  and  the  remaining 
torn  Skin  cr  Shell,  looking  then  white,  leapt 
fuddenly  back  in  a  Bow-like  Courfe,  refting 
at  about  two  Inches  Diftance  from  its  former 
Place,  upon  the  Edge  of  the  Knife.  The 
Burfting  of  fo  fmall  a  Corn  could  fcarcely 
have  caufed  fuch  a  Crack,  but  that  all  the 
Bubbles  contained,  being  above  a  Hundred  in 
a  Corn,  burft  by  Means  of  the  Heat  at  once. 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto  I  have  fpoken  of  this  new  Sea- 
Produ&ion,  as  of  a  Vegetable  :  But 

x_  .»  i*  •»  J  .■*  >  V  .  *  i.  4.  v  *  , 

1  t 

In  nova  fert  animus  mutatas  dicere  formas 
Corpora, - 

•'  *  ,  i  •  .  r  \  .  j  t 

And,  inftead  of  Animals  being,  before  Ovid's 
Time,  generally  changed  into  Vegetables ,  I 
lhall  now  declare  this  Sea-Plant  to  be  a  Sea - 
lnfe£l. 

r->  »  ,*  f  -  -  .  .  —  j- 

After  having  made  and  wrote  down  my 
Remarks  upon  this  ftrange  Sea-Produdtion, 
the  Fellow  of  it  fell  into  the  Hands  of  Mr. 
John  Ellis,  a  Merchant  of  great  Skill  in 
Natural  Hiftory,  efpecially  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Plants;  he  had  it  from  Mr.  Collinson, 
a  Merchant,  and  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Sob¬ 
riety,  your  worthy  Friend,  to  whom  Mr. 
Dunze  had  made  a  Prefent  of  it.  Mr- 
Ehret,  a  famous  Painter  of  Plants,  who  is 
very  well  known  to  you,  got  me  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Ellis.  I  went  to  him,  in  order 


to 
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to  fee  his  fine  Collection  of  Engltjh  Sea- 
Plants.  The  firft  Thing  I  faw  was  this 
very  Sea-ProduElion ,  a  Painter  being  em¬ 
ployed  to  take  a  Copy  of  it.  Mr.  Ellis  ob- 
ferving  my  Attention  was  fixed  upon  it,  be¬ 
gan  to  give  me  an  Account  of  that  new 
Phenomenon  in  the  Kingdom  of  Nature,  as 
far  as  he  knew  it.  I,  interrupting  his  Dif- 
courfe,  faid.  Sir,  I  know  this  Plant;  I  have 

it  myfelf. - What !  replied  he,  a  Plant  ? 

No,  no,  it  is  an  Animal;  it  is  a  Polypus. 
I  would  not  begin  my  firft  Vifit  with  contra¬ 
dicting  him,  therefore  liftened  to  what  he 
had  farther  to  fay  of  it.  He  allured  me  every 
one  of  the  oblong  hollow  Pieces  was  a  Poly¬ 
pus.  The  upper  Part  of  fuch  a  Piece, 
which  he  had  pafted  upon  fome  Paper,  with 
its  Fibres  extended,  and  the  Draught  he  had 
made  of  it,  looked  indeed  more  like  a  Poly¬ 
pus  than  a  Flower-leaf,  efpecially  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Mouth-like  Opening  in  its 
Middle.  Mr,  Ellis  had  alfo  caufed  a  Picture 
to  be  drawn  of  fome  Part  of  the  fuppofed 
Flower  or  Bunch  of  the  Polypus,  exactly 

after 


( 
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after  the  Situation  and  Shape  of  a  Polypus : 
But  neither  he,  nor  I,  having  feen  any  Thing 
like  his  two  Copies  on  the  Original,  I  was 

i  '  ’i 

obliged  to  fufpend  my  Judgment  concerning 
his  Opinion. 

•X  •  t  >  X.  ■  w  .v  ++  ...  x  f  ..  A.  "  '{j  1  *  1 
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In  the  mean  Time  he  fhewed  us.  (Mr. 
Dunze  was  alfo  prefent)  his  large  and  well- 
difpofed  Collection  of  Englijh  Sea-Plants, 
which  one  fhould  fcarcely  imagine  in  Europe 
of  fuch  a  Variety  and  Beauty,  in  regard  to 
their  fine  Figurations,  as  well  as  the  Liveli- 
nefs  of  their  Colours ;  but  an  evident  and 
palpable  Proof  was  here  to  be  met  with. 

V  f  Jf*  f  •  *  *-  *  A  •  e 

But  why  do  I  call  them  Sea-Plants  ?  Mod: 
of  thefe  fuppofed  Sea-Plants,  excepting  the 
Alga^  or  Sea- Weed,  and  the  Titanocerato - 
phyton ,  or  Horn-Plant,  were  Nothing  but 
Vegetable-like  Habitations  of  Sea-Infe&s, 
hitherto  known  by  the  Names  of  little  Co¬ 
rals,  Sea-MofTes,  Sea-Sponges,  &c.  I  had 
no  more  any  Doubt  remaining  with  me  con¬ 
cerning 
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cerning  the  remarkable  Difcovery  Mr.  Ellis 
had  made,  with  a  great  Deal  of  Patience  and 
Attention,  by  the  Ufe  of  a  Microfcope,  he 
being  fo  kind  as  to  convince  us  of  the  Truth, 
by  applying  his  Microfcope  upon  fundry 
Moires  of  the  little  Coral.  It  will,  doubt- 
lefs  give  you  a  great  deal  of  Satisfaction,  Sir, 
when  I  here  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Ellis’s 
Book,  containing  his  Difcoveiies  by  the  Mi¬ 
crofcope,  is  in  the  Prefs,  and  will  probably 
be  publifhed  the  latter  End  of  this  Year:  I 
have  feen  already  a  good  many  Cuts  to  it  at 
his  Houfe.  I  fpeak  juftly  of  this  Work,  as 
of  new  Difcoveries.  For  although  the  Corals 
and  Corallous  Sea-Plants  are  already  known 
to  be  the  Habitations  of  feveral  Sea-Vermine, 
No-body  has  yet  made  any  fuch  Difcoveries* 
concerning  the  above-mentioned  fmaller  Sorts 
of  Vegetable-like  Sea-ProduCtions. 

This  Excurlion  has  rather  brought  me 
nearer  to,  than  farther  off  from  my  Pur- 
pofe.  I  am  now  in  a  Capacity  to  confefs 

with  more  Certainty  than  before,  that  I  take 

D  this 
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this  Sea-Produ£tion  now  myfelf  for  an  Ani¬ 
mal,  or  Animals.  The  Eyefight  of  fo  many 
Sea-Produ6tions,  that  looked  all  like  real 
Plants,  taught  me,  that  they  belonged,  not- 
withftanding,  to  the  Animal  Kingdom  ;  and 
my  Ideas  concerning  Subje&s  of  this  Kind,' 
grew  gradually  fo  animal,  by  the  Sight  of 
them,  that,  looking  at  laft  once  more  at  my 
new  Groenland  Sea-Growth,  I  could  fee  no 
more  any  Thing  like  a  Vegetable  about  it 
but  the  Stalk,  and  its  having  ftuck  faft  in 
the  Bottom  of  the  Sea ;  hence  I  declared  it 
With  Mr.  Ellis,  without  any  farther  Hefi- 
tation,  to  be  a  Zoophyte,  or,  Animal 
Plant  ;  but  could  not  venture  yet  to  agree 
with  him  in  its  being  of  the  Polypus  Kind. 

This  Inftance  of  having  confidered  one 
JSubjedt  two  different  Ways,  made  me  ob- 
ferve,  with  a  moral  Pleafure,  but  phyfical 
Difpleaiure,  the  Influence  our  Judgment  has 
on  our  Senfes  in  certain  Cafes,  by  which 

,  y.  .  *  \  m 

Naturalifts,  impofed  by  their  Imagination, 
find  Things  eafily  fo  in  Nature,  as  they  at 
c  '  v.  firft 


i 
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firft  believe  them  to  be.  This  ftrange  Sub— 
jed  of  my  prefent  Difcourfe,  was  given  me 
by  the  Name  of  a  Sea-Plant :  I  took  it  as 
fuch,  and  fuppoling  this,  I  was  only  fur- 
prifed  at  not  finding  all  the  ufual  Parts  of  a 
Plant,  and  its  being  for  the  moft  quite  dif¬ 
ferently  fiiaped.  Leaves  I  faw  none ;  but 
thefe  are  no  eflential  Parts  of  a  Plant.  I 
found  a  Stalk,  and  what  was  ftill  more,  *  a 
Flower  ,  the  Shape  fo  different  from  all  other 
Flowers  could  not  make  me  believe  it  was 
none  ;  as  I  was  acquainted  with  many 
ftrangely  fhaped  Flowers  and  Fruit-bearing 
Plants,  efpecially  among  the  Cryptoganuc 
Clafs  of  Plants.  So  much  the  eafier  I  per- 
fuaded  myfelf  of  the  yellow  round  Corns, 
to  be  the  Seeds  of  the  Plant. 

Mr.  Ellis,  on  the  contrary,  being  then 
occupied  in  proving,  and  from  very  good 
Reafons  indeed,  that  many  of  the  Sea- 
Plants,  hitherto  taken  for  Vegetables,  were 
Animals,  and  moft  of  them  Polypufes,  went 
with  this  Nation  diredly  to  the  Contempla- 

.  D  2,  tioa 
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tion  of  this  new  Sea-Produdtion.  He  faw  a 
Number  of  Animals  where  I  had  feen  a 

c 

Flower ;  he  faw  fo  many  Polypufes,  as  I  had 
feen  Pieces  of  the  Flower;  he  took  that 
for  a  Supporter  of  the  Polypufes,  what  I  had 
taken  for  a  Stalk  ;  and  called  Eggs,  what  I 
had  called  Seeds.  I  was  increaling  the  Ve¬ 
getable  Kingdom,  by  adding  a  new  Subjedl3 
and  he  was  enlarging  the  Number  of  Ani- 
'mals. 

At  my  paying  him  a  Vint,  he  had  not  feen 
yet  the  round  Corpufcles  obferved  by  me, 
which  he  faid  were  Eggs  :  And  as  he  did  not 
chufe  to  cut  open  aPiece  of  his  own,  and  being 
deiirous  at  the  fame  Time  to  fee  whether 
there  was  not  fomething  more  obfervable  in 
one  than  in  the  other,  he  required  me  to 
fend  him  mine  for  looking  at  it,  I  fent  it 
him,  and  he  foon  returned  it  with  a  Letter, 
containing,  <c  That  he  was  ftill  convinced  of 
£C  this  Subject's  being  of  the  Polypus  Kind, 
£C  and  the  Rows  of  Seed-like  Particles  No- 
cs  thing  elfe  but  the  Eggs  of  the  Animal,  he 

“  having 

Q 


.  (  21  ) 

“  having  obferved  them  to  grow  larger  as 
“  they  came  out  higher/’  This,  I  muft  fay? 
I  never  could  obferve,  tho’  I  own  they  were 
of  a  different  Size. 

Being  now  nearly  convinced  that  this  Sub¬ 
ject  was  at  leaft  more  animal  than  vegetable, 
I  thought  it  neceffary  to  examine  more  ex¬ 
actly  that  Part  which  would  entirely  convince 
me  of  its  being  an  Animal.  Having,  there¬ 
fore,  the  Flower-like  Bunch  once  more  put 
into  Water  for  fome  confiderable  Time,  in 
order  to  have  it  fpread,  I  divided  afunder  the 
Fibres  of  one  of  the  largeft  fingle  Pieces  with 
a  Penknife,  which  fucceeded  very  eafily,  and 
I  could  plainly  fee  thefe  Fibres  were  not 
grown  together.  I  found  eight  fuch  Fibres 
upon  each  fingle  Piece  I  had  examined  after 
this  Method  5  each  Fibre  running  to  a  Point 
at  the  Top,  and  Nothing  but  very  fine  and 
fmall  Threads  fhooting  out  on  their  Sides  # 
Underneath,  where  thefe  Fibres  join  with 
the  fingle  Piece,  that  appeared  hollow  and 
of  the  Shape  of  a  Cone,  the  Skin  extended 

upwards 
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upwards  with  a  Mouth-like  Aperture ;  which 
is,  indeed,  to  be  taken  for  the  real  Mouth  of 

it  v 

the  Animal.  Fig.  8.  fliews  thefe  Fibres  and 
the  Mouth,  together  with  fome  Part  of  the 
fingle  Piece,  in  their  natural  Shape  and 
Size.  I  cannot  fay  I  have  feen  thefe  Parts  in 
fuch  a  Situation  by  Nature  ;  but  to  fhew  the 
Shape  of  the  Fibres  and  Mouth,  I  would  not 
have  it  omitted ;  as  it  is  probable  (provided 
this  Production  be  a  real  Animal)  that  thefe 
Fibres  frequently  turn  themfelves  into  fuch 
a  Situation,  viz.  whenever  the  Animal  chafes 
its  Rapine. 

If  Mr.  Ellis  reckons  this  InfeCt  among  the 
Polypufes,  merely  on  Account  of  thefe  Fibres 

or  Tentacles,  which  fervethe  Animal  for  feel- 

* 

ing  about,  I  have  nothing  againft  it.  But  I  muft 
attribute  the  Fault  to  my  Eyes,  if  I  remark  Ibme 
other  Circumftances,  too  much  receding  from 

the  Nature  of  Polypufes,  that  prevent  me  at 
this  Time  from  reckoning  it  amongft  them ; 

fuch  are  the  Stalk  and  the  Eggs.  Thofe 
Parts  of  other  Polypufes,  as  do  not  belong 

to 
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to  their  Bodies  immediately,  but  only  ferve 
for  fattening  them  to  fome  other  Thing,  are, 

•Us, 

for  aught  I  know,  never  fo  much  different 
in  Length  and  Subftance  from  the  Body  of 
the  Polypus  itfelf,  and  this  Part  or  Stalk  has 
never  fo  much  the  Appearance  of  a  Vege¬ 
table.  ’Tis  true,  fome  Sorts  of  Sea-Infedts  I 
faw  at  Mr.  Ellis’s,  and  which  he  alfo  called 
Polypufes,  have  Supporters  of  a  Subftance  as 
different  from  their  Bodies  as  this ;  but  they 
are  not  fo  firmly  grown  together  with  the 
Bodies  of  the  Polypufes,  nor  continuing  in  a 
Piece,  as  is  the  Cafe  with  our  prefent  Sea- 
InfecL  The  Eggs  are  ftill  of  greater  Weight 
to  me  for  my  Diffention  ;  methinks  the  No¬ 
tion  of  a  Polypus  imports  a  Propagation,  nor 
by  Eggs,  at  leaft  not  fo  vifible  ones,  but  rather 
after  the  Manner  of  Vegetables* 

I  have  faid  above,  and  it  will  alfo  appear 
by  my  Account,  that  this  Sea-Animal  is 
fomething  like  a  Sea-Star,  called  a  Lilly- 

Stone  : 
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Stone  :  Mr.  Ellis  himfelf  has  obferved  this, 

but  would  not  allow  the  Name  upon  that  Ac- 

•  *  * 

count.  It  alfo  plainly  appears  to  be  neither  a 
Sea-Star  of  this,  nor  any  other  Kind  hitherto 
known.  Yet  I  do  not  fee  any  Reafon  why 
it  would  be  too  bold  to  affert  it  to  be  a  Kin- 

9 

dred  of  Sea-Stars  :  For  if  the  whole  Bunch, 
and  every  Part  of  it,  fpreads  about,  as  it  pro¬ 
bably  does,  is  not  this  the  Figure  of  a  large 
Star  ?  Another  little  Star  alfo  appears  on 
every  Point  of  the  fame.  And  might  not 
therefore  this  new  Sea-Infed  be  called  Afte¬ 
rtax  Zoophytes  compoftta ,  that  is,  a  compounded 
Zoophyte-Sea-Star  ?  The  Shape  and  Subftance 
of  this  Infed  have,  at  leaft,  more  the  Simi¬ 
litude  of  common  Sea-Stars,  and  particularly 
of  the  Medufas  Head ,  than  that  of  a  Poly¬ 
pus.  It  alfo  refembles  more  a  Sea-Star,  on 
Account  of  its  inward  Strudure,  as  well  as 
on  Account  of  its  Mouth  in  the  Middle.  But, 
you  will  fay :  For  what  is  the  Stalk  ?  I  afk 
again,  inftead  of  an  Anfwer  :  For  what  is  a 
Stalk  to  the  Lilly-ftones,  which  notwith- 

ftanding 
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ftanding  are  univerfally  taken  for  a  kind  of 
Sea-Stars  ?  Truly  it  ferves  them  for  being 
fattened  to  fomething.  None  indeed  of  the 
natural  Sea-Stars  hitherto  known  has  fuch  a 
Stalk,  and  all  of  them  have  the  Faculty  to 
change  their  Places :  But  have  not  moft  of 
the  Mufcle-kind  the  fame  Faculty  !  And  yet, 
fome  Sorts  of  them  are  conftantly  fattened 
to  one  Place.  I  will  carry  my  Conjectures 
no  farther,  but  rather  wait  with  an  impartial 
Mind,  till  I  am  convinced  of  the  contrary. 

Lately,  as  I  had  the  Honour  to  attend 

.  / 

at  a  Meeting  of  the  Royal  Society,  a  fhort 
Account  of  Mr.  Ellis’s,  concerning  this  very 
Zoophyte ,  was  juft  reading.  Mr.  Ellis,  who 
was  prefent,  fhewed  me  his  Draughts  of  the 
fame,  among  which,  there  was  one  repre- 
fenting  fome  Part  of  this  compounded  Ani¬ 
mal,  in  the  Situation,  as  he  fuppofes  it,  to 
make  its  Motions  and  Windings  in  the  Sea. 
This  Figure  is  well  enough  to  explain  his 
Conjectures :  But  Mr.  Ellis  cannot  pofitively 

E  affirm 
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affirm,  that  this  Animal  ever  takes  fuch  a 
Shape ;  and  therefore  I  purpofely  left  his 

Figure  away  from  this  Account,  efpecially  as 
I  would  keep  as  clofe  as  poffible  to  that  only 
which  I  had  feen.  I  alfo  took  Notice  of  the 
Bunch  in  Mr.  Ellis’s  Draught,  which  was 

•  \  .  i  •  *  •  •  -•  •  ••  • 

too  ftiff,  and  too  regular,  in  Comparifon  to 
the  Original,  at  the  Time  it  came  into  his 
Hands  and  mine  \  but  this  was  the  Painter’s 
Fault. 


I  do  not  doubt  but  there  may  be  fome 

Naturalifts,  who  will  take  this  Sea-Produc- 

♦  - 

tion  for  a  mere  Vegetable,  notwithftanding 
the  great  Probability  of  its  being  an  animal 
Plant.  I  am  fatisfied  with  having  defcribed 
it  as  nearly  as  poffible  3  it  will  be  equal  to 

me  what  Name  fhall  be  given  to  it.  But  I 
fhall,  in  this  Cafe,  fubmit  to  your  Authority, 
Sir,  being  convinced  of  your  deep  Penetra- 
tion,  equally  efteemed  by  all  the  Searchers 
of  Nature,  affuring  you,  at  the  fame  Time, 

that 
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that  no  Man  can,  with  a  more  fincere  Heart 
and  profounder  Refpeft,  be. 


r 

SIR , 

V 


London ,  Nov , 

i6>  1753* 


I'wr  obedient  Servant, 
Christlob  Mylius.’ 
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